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CLAIMS: 

r A method for packaging a product in a hermetically sealed copt^mer having 

a cup-shaped rigid or semi-rigid body 106 with a rim 107 fitte^Cvith a closure 200, 
the method comprising: 
5 (a) introducing the product into said cup4iKeshaped body 106; 

5^ (b) forming an isolated space 20^with a gas inlet 134 and a gas 
outlet 112, the space 2(M/cfefined between said body 106 and a 
n closure-forming memtfer 200 adjacent to and with a clearance from 
said rim 107; / 

0 ^ (c) introducing ^^replacement gas through said inlet 134 to replace at 
least a ^tfbstantial portion of gas originally contained in said isolated 
1 / spape 204; and 

(d) displacing at least one of said body 106 or said closure- forming 
member 200 towards the other of the two members to close said 
clearance and to attach the closure-forming member to said rim 107, 
and hermetically attaching the two to one another to form a gas-tight 
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aim 1. wherein said product is a pasty material. 
A method according to Claifn 1 or 2, wherein said product is a food product. 
A method according to Claim 1, wherein^be closure-forming member is a 


(steel^ 
2. A method according to 
3. 
4. 

film. 

5. A method according to ClaipaM, wherein the gas outlet is formed by 
bores 211 leading from the isolated space 204 to the external atmosphere. 

6. A method according^ Claim 1, wherein the gas^utlets^are bores 312 in gas 
25 communication with^vacuum source 604. 

1 7. An ap^atus for forming a hermetically sealed product-containing 
containen/fhe container having an essentially cup-like shaped body 106 with 
^ hms^Ol fitted with a closure 200; the product not filling the entire container 


efaving residual space 204 therein; the apparatus comprising: 
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a holder 1.04 for holdingsaid combiner body 106; 
& spacer member I30^seaUngly'engageable with said holder^ and 
with a ctosure-rorming memberj aad^faving an opemng 13^ in X 
state of seal engagement of said spacer member/130 with said 
holder 104 and said closure-forming member 200; said opening 132. 
said container body 106 and said closure/fanning member 200. 
define together &e isolated space 204; 
a gas inlet 134 and a gas outlet 112 fopintroducing a replacement- gas 
into said isolated space 204yand exhausting gas therefrom, 
respectively; and 

a sealing -mechanism comprising a displacing arrangement for 
displacing one or both ofsaid container body 106 and said closure- 
forming member 200/fowards one another and attaching them to one 


another in. a j 
An apparatus accord 


tt fashion. 

8, An apparatus ac C ™to Claim 7, wherein said holder 104 has an 
opening 108 for recdvingl^y of the conteuier. 

9 ■ An apparatus a^rding to Claim 8, wherein the opening 108 of the^ 
holder 104 is tTtted/U an axially projecting slcirt 110 for engagement with *- 

rim 107 of the container 106. 
20 10. An apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein the holder 304 is provided with 

bores 112, serving as gas outlets. 

11 An^patatus according to Claim 7, wherem said spacer member 130 has 
gas inie/Czles 134 formed so they open into(said opemng>32 for introducing a 
. replacement gas inw^sealed space?) 
12.7 An apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein said sealing mecharusm 
Uaces said clOStl^fSS^OO to sealing* engage ,aid ^107. through the 
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Opening 1§ of said spacer member 130. 
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13. An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said dosu^jnem^SrlT a heat A 
voidable film' 2W. said container body 106 is made of a pla§tkrmateriai and the 


voidable film' 3** said container toay wo is mauc ^ 
engagement of the film to the container body's mnj^^cansof heat welding) 

14. An apparatus according to Claim 13^ofxjprbing a trimming member 180 
for trimming edges of the film 200 a^sa^eheat welding) 

15. An apparatus according^rdaim 7, wherein said gas outlet is connected to a 

vacuum source £Q(n- 

16. An appama^ccorftng to claim 14, wherein the trimming member 180 and 
a beat seaUttipIate 160 of tbe sealing mechanism are axially disposable through 


io fan opening in the spacer membeij 150 
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